GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
II
The   reorganisation   and   refortification   of  the
Empke   effected  by   Diocletian   and   Constantine
sufficed  to hold the  Germans   (and  others,   with
whom we are not concerned) in check for a couple
of generations.   But the menace of their aggression
was ever present, and the pressure of their numbers
continued to increase.    It would be wearisome to
tell  of all  their   raids   and  of Roman   reprisals.
Mention, however, must be made of the campaigns
of Julian, the young Caesar of Constaiitine's house,
who later became emperor.    In A.D. 355 he was
sent tor take command in Gaul.    He found both
Franks and Alemans on the warpath.    They had
destroyed the fortifications on  the frontier from
Cologne to Strasburg, had overthrown forty-five
walled towns, and had taken possession of large
tracts on the left bank of the Rhine.    With great
energy and skill he took up the task of driving
them back.   He began by expelling the Franks from
Cologne, and forcing them to make peace.    He
had harder work in  dealing  with  the Alemans;
for he was faced by a host of 35,000 led by seven
tribal kings.    The decisive battle was fought near
Strasburg.    Roman discipline prevailed at length
over barbarian numbers and ferocity.   The Alemans
were scattered in flight, and the Roman frontiers
restored (AJ>. 357).   Julian it was who recognised
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